News from the SIGs

NEWS
From our SIGITE reporter and SIGITE Chair, Barry M. Lunt
Our major annual event, in the fall of each year, is our SIGITE Conference, where we always have outstanding papers, great discussion, many opportunities to meet and renew acquaintances, and to enjoy the local area. This year we'll be meeting in Tacoma, WA from Oct 2-5; this conference will be hosted by our friends at the University of Washington, Tacoma. Our Call for Participation will be coming out shortly (this week), and we hope to have many former attendees and lots of new ones submit proposals! Please visit our conference website [7] for more information. Also, we have announced a Call for Participation for a new logo for SIG-ITE [2] . This competition comes with a cash prize, free conference registration, and bragging rights, and is open to all interested parties, faculty or students, from any major. We hope you'll give it a shot!
From our SIGCSE reporter and SIGSCE Chair, Amber Settle
As I write this article, a heat wave impacting Australia is in the news. During the 2018-2019 summer, Australia has experienced six of its 10 warmest days on record, and heat records have been broken in New South Wales, South Australia, and Victoria [3] . In fact, January 2019 was the hottest month on record for the country. And the heat is not restricted to Australia. The January through November 2018 period was the fourth highest year-to-date on record for global temperatures [5] . Climate scientists are beginning to warn that estimates of the impact of global climate change may have been too conservative, suggesting for example that the oceans are warming far faster than earlier estimates predicted [6] .
Given that this column is about SIGCSE news, it might seem odd to discuss climate change. But at a recent Special Interest Group (SIG) Governing Board meeting, the leadership of the Special Interest Group on Programming Languages (SIGPLAN) made a presentation about just that. They argued that the Association for Computing Machinery (ACM) and its SIGs contribute significantly to greenhouse gasses, most notably by holding conferences that require people to use air travel. Estimates for the impact of air travel indicate that it is significantly worse than driving, with one study suggesting that planes account for more global warming than all the cars on the world's roads [4] . The SIGPLAN leadership also argued that while addressing climate change is complex and cannot be handled by ACM or its SIGs alone, the ACM SIGs are certainly a useful place to put policies in place that contribute meaningfully to reducing the impacts of global climate change.
What can the ACM SIGs do to improve the situation? In short, they need to find ways to reduce travel, including holding virtual program committees for conferences rather than physical ones, choosing conference locations to minimize carbon footprint, co-locating, merging, or [8] . The SIGPLAN leadership was especially interested in seeing ACM conferences be allowed to purchase carbon offsets, since they argued that it was an easy way to do something quickly which would allow time for more difficult choices to be implemented. So how is SIGCSE doing with respect to the ideas put forth by the SIGPLAN leadership? SIGCSE already has virtual program committees for all but one of its conferences, in part because we as a SIG work to keep conference registration costs low which requires keeping conference spending under control. SIGCSE recently started a new conference, which seems to go against the recommendations, but that conference was created to reach audiences who cannot currently attend existing SIGCSE conferences due to travel and cost constraints. It was the expectation of the SIGCSE Board that the ACM Global Computing Education Conference (CompEd) would attract regional participation as a way to grow SIGCSE's membership around the world. SIGCSE also supports regional meetings with a healthy conference in-cooperation program.
But there are several ways that SIGCSE conferences can improve. While vegetarian meals are offered at SIGCSE conferences, they are typically available only to those who indicate in advance that they would prefer such meals. Offering more vegetarian choices for all conference attendees is a possibility. SIGCSE does not currently offer possibilities for remote participation or presentation at conferences, which is another change that the SIGCSE Board and conference organizers could consider. And should ACM allow SIGPLAN's idea of carbon offsets to move forward, something that a vast majority of SIG chairs approved at the recent SIG Governing Board meeting, the SIGCSE Board and conference organizers could join other ACM SIGs in using offsets.
A new SIGCSE Board is scheduled to begin work in July 2019, and the new Board may want to consider changes in SIGCSE conference policies that would have a positive impact on the carbon footprint of SIGCSE conference attendees. I will serve on that Board, so please feel free to contact me if 
